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Learning Objectives: By the end of the session participants will be able to: 
 
1. Describe the current ecology of clinical education in Family Medicine and the  
emerging issues facing clinical education in primary care.  
2. Explore how to best support and enhance clinical education in primary care. 
3. Discuss evaluation strategies to capture impact of innovation in clinical education  
in primary care.  
 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Several challenges have emerged clinical education in primary care over the past 
two decades. Health professional programs have increased in both number and size 
resulting in an upsurge of trainees. This rapid expansion has strained community 
clinical educators as they attempt to accommodate the increase in program capacity 
and demands of teaching while simultaneously managing their patient care 
workflow. Clinical Faculty and administrators have become overburdened with care, 
teaching and the related administrative demands. Further complicating the matter 
are the varying teaching remuneration models between programs and their 
preceptors. Encapsulating the system is the interplay among government, post-
secondary, and professional bodies and their social contracts, values, and mandates 
that inform and bind the profession’s development. 
 
Globally, the ecology of family medicine is evolving. Concerns have been raised 
about the erosion of relationships between patients and their doctors, doctors and 
other doctors, and doctors and other health professionals. Compounding matters 
are patients’ lack of healthcare coverage; pressures for healthcare to be cost 
effective and efficient; pressures for healthcare workers to sub-specialize; and 
changes in professional expectations, family structure and population 
demographics. This altered landscape imparts stresses on the educational 
paradigms. Exponential rise in medical knowledge, learning theories, digital 
technologies, coupled with a desire to take a more patient-centred approach to 
address these concerns add to the complexity with much of the responsibility falling 
upon the community preceptor to navigate.  
 
In this session, we will review a recent qualitative research initiative to better 
understand the context, challenges, and facilitators of clinical education in primary 
care, critique proposed strategies to enhance clinical education in primary care and 
brainstorm ways to evaluate the impact of innovations on preceptors, learners and 
care.  
 
 
 



 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
Dr. Newton is an Associate Professor in the Department of Family Practice and 
Director of CPD and Community Partnerships.  She practices part-time in the UBC 
Health Clinic where she also serves as Medical Director.  Dr. Newton’s scholarly 
interests centre on inter-professional education to enhance patient centered 
collaborative practice.  Since 2004 her work has focused on the design, 
implementation and evaluation of programs to support health practitioners in  
developing collaborative competencies. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Certification statement 
 
The University of British  Columbia Division of Continuing Professional Development (UBC CPD) is 
fully accredited by the Committee on Accreditation of Continuing Medical Education (CACME) to 
provide study credits for continuing medical education for physicians. This program meets the 
certification criteria of the College of Family Physicians of Canada and has been certified by UBC 
CPD for up to 10 (1 per session) Mainpro+ Group Learning credits. Each physician should claim 
only those credits accrued through participation in the activity. 
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