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ABSTRACT 
 
The promotion of social accountability for medical schools has been promoted by 
the WHO for a quarter century. Since then there has been a Global Consensus on 
Social Accountability (GCSA) and a World Summit on Social Accountability in Tunisia 
in 2017.  A joint Health Canada/Medical Profession white paper Social 
Accountability: A Vision for Canadian Medical Schools was published at the turn of 
the century and over the ensuing two decades the AFMC has undertaken a series of 
initiatives defining The Future of Medical Education in Canada, serially embracing 
undergraduate, post graduate and continuing professional development. In  
 
addition, Canada has re-patriated the accreditation system for undergraduate 
education and the concept of social accountability is the substance of Standard 
1.1.1. This webalogue will focus on a soon to be published study of how Canadian 
medical schools have responded to these changes over the past decade and how the 
world wide movement for social accountability has been informed and engaged 
leading to a planned major international meeting in Vancouver in April of this year. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
Robert F Woollard, MD, CCFP, FCFP 
Professor, UBC Department of Family Practice 
  
Dr Woollard is Professor of Family Practice at UBC. He has extensive national and 
international experience in the fields of medical education, the social accountability 
of medical schools, ecosystem approaches to health, and sustainable development. 
He is actively involved in Nepal with a new national medical school, school of public 
health, and nursing school founded on the principles of social accountability. He also 
works in East Africa on matters of social accountability, primary care, and 
accreditation systems. He co-chairs the Global Consensus on Social Accountability for 
Medical Schools (GCSA) and does extensive work in this area with many international 
bodies. He was a lead organizer for the World Summit on Social Accountability that 
led to the Tunis Declaration < https://thenetworktufh.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/Tunis-Declaration-FINAL-2.pdf.  His primary research 
focus is the study of complex adaptive systems as they apply to the intersection 
between human and environmental health. His book, “Fatal Consumption: 
Rethinking Sustainable Development” details some of his work in this regard. He is 
Associate Director of the Rural Coordination Centre of BC (RCCbc). He also provides 
central leadership in the development of a Canadian national strategy for addressing 
educational and service needs for surgical and obstetrical services in rural Canada— 
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in particular Aboriginal service access for birthing. He was instrumental in 
establishing the mobile clinic for agricultural workers. Above all he is a husband, 
father and grandfather. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Certification statement 
 
The University of British  Columbia Division of Continuing Professional Development (UBC CPD) is 
fully accredited by the Committee on Accreditation of Continuing Medical Education (CACME) to 
provide study credits for continuing medical education for physicians. This program meets the 
certification criteria of the College of Family Physicians of Canada and has been certified by UBC 
CPD for up to 10 (1 per session) Mainpro+ Group Learning credits. Each physician should claim 
only those credits accrued through participation in the activity. 
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