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Abstract 
 

Global climate emergencies are impacting mental and physical health status at 
individual and population health scales in substantial ways. In this presentation we 
will discuss our scholarship efforts in discovery, education, integration, application 
and engagement that explore solutions to the crises of environment and health. 
We’ll discuss the role of ancient, indigenous health practices in addressing some of 
the current challenges related to environmental degradation and health systems as 
well as the social accountability of allopathic practitioners. 

 
Biographies 
 
Dr Farah Shroff works in the Department of Family Practice and the School of 
Population and Public Health in the UBC Faculty of Medicine; she has also taught 
courses in the Department of Political Science. The emphasis in her research is on 
visioning and developing Health for All.  Her main areas of research are holistic 
health, health services research and community development within a social justice 
framework.  Her research is predicated on the notion that all people, regardless of 
ability to pay, have a right to health and health services. She has an ongoing interest 
in the role of global social movements in creating better conditions for health. She 
also has a particular interest in ayurveda, yoga, meditation and other forms of 
health promotion and disease prevention. Her book, The New Midwifery: Reflections 
on Renaissance and Regulation, an edited collection, was published in 1997. Since 
then, Dr. Shroff has written about innovations/transformations in women's health, 
HIV/AIDS, health policy, nursing issues, registered massage therapy, global health 
and more. She also writes poetry and literary reviews.  Her teaching style is active, 
employing movement, theatre techniques, experiential activities and more. 
She has a longstanding commitment to global health status improvements and has 
worked in Kenya, Nigeria, Guatemala, Mexico, Costa Rica, India, Thailand and many 
other countries.  She is the Founder and Lead of Maternal and Infant Health Canada, 
a collaborative which works to improve the health of women and children through 
education, research and innovation.   
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Robert F Woollard, MD, CCFP, FCFP 
Professor, UBC Department of Family Practice 
  
Dr Woollard is Professor of Family Practice at UBC. He has extensive national and 
international experience in the fields of medical education, the social accountability 
of medical schools, ecosystem approaches to health, and sustainable development. 
He is actively involved in Nepal with a new national medical school, school of public 
health, and nursing school founded on the principles of social accountability. He also 
works in East Africa on matters of social accountability, primary care, and 
accreditation systems. He co-chairs the Global Consensus on Social Accountability for 
Medical Schools (GCSA) and does extensive work in this area with many international 
bodies. He was a lead organizer for the World Summit on Social Accountability that 
led to the Tunis Declaration < https://thenetworktufh.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/Tunis-Declaration-FINAL-2.pdf> His primary research 
focus is the study of complex adaptive systems as they apply to the intersection 
between human and environmental health. His book, “Fatal Consumption: 
Rethinking Sustainable Development” details some of his work in this regard. He is 
Associate Director of the Rural Coordination Centre of BC (RCCbc). He also provides 
central leadership in the development of a Canadian national strategy for addressing 
educational and service needs for surgical and obstetrical services in rural Canada— 
in particular Aboriginal service access for birthing. He was instrumental in 
establishing the mobile clinic for agricultural workers. Above all he is a husband, 
father and grandfather. 
 

 
 
 
 
Certification statement 
 
The University of British Columbia Division of Continuing Professional Development (UBC CPD) is 
fully accredited by the Committee on Accreditation of Continuing Medical Education (CACME) to 
provide study credits for continuing medical education for physicians. This program meets the 
certification criteria of the College of Family Physicians of Canada and has been certified by UBC 
CPD for up to 10 (1 per session) Mainpro+ Group Learning credits. Each physician should claim 
only those credits accrued through participation in the activity. 
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