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Abstract 
 

Professor Danielle Mazza, Head of Department of General Practice at Monash University in 
Melbourne, Australia will present on some of the issues facing Australian General Practice today. 
Reflecting on topics as divergent as the forthcoming changes to the National Cervical Cancer 
Screening Program to some of her own recent work in the area of avoidable presentations to the 
Emergency Department by the elderly, many of these issues have direct relevance to the Canadian 
context. 
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Biography 
 
Professor Danielle Mazza (MD, MBBS, FRACGP, DRANZCOG, Grad Dip Women’s Health, GAICD) is 
an Australian leader in women’s sexual and reproductive health, preventive care, general practice 
cancer research and guideline development and implementation. She holds the Chair of General 
Practice at Monash University where she has been Head of Department of General Practice since 
May 2010.   
 
Professor Mazza has 99 peer-reviewed publications (45 as first-author) in international and 
national refereed journals, 51 of which were published in the last 5 years. She has also secured over 
$16.5m in research funding in the last 5 years, $4.5m as CIA (Career research funding: $18m) 
 
Danielle is author of the textbook, “Women’s health in general practice” which has been translated 
into mandarin and russian and which is also a recommended text for the RACGP’s core curriculum 
and used in exam setting for the Fellowship of the RACGP.  Her research in women’s sexual and 
reproductive health spans issues such as improving access to medical abortion through general 
practice, achieving better delivery and uptake of preconception care, fertility awareness and 
contraceptive counseling.  
 
Her methodological expertise in both the development and trial of complex interventions and the 
development and implementation of guidelines are exemplified by her leadership of a NHMRC-
funded RCT “The Australian Contraceptive ChOice pRoject” (ACCORd)  and key contributions to 
Australian guideline development, which include leadership of Cancer Australia’s national Guide 
“Investigating Symptoms of Lung Cancer - An evidence-based guide for general practitioners” 
(2012) and membership of the editorial group for the last three editions of the RACGP’s “Redbook” 
Preventive Care Guidelines for General Practice and the 2nd edition of the RACGP’s “SNAP” 
population health guide to behavioural risk factors in general practice.  Danielle is also the 
scientific director of “MAGNET” a research initiative which uses routinely collected data from 
general practice to inform policy and practice. In this and other endeavours she is focused on 
building capacity in Australian primary care research. 
 
Danielle continues to work in clinical general practice in the Bayside region of Melbourne and has 
significant involvement in the Guidelines International Network and Australian peak bodies such as 
the Australian Association of Academic Primary Care and the Royal Australian College of General 
Practitioners. 
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